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July 24, 2017

Gurbir Grewal

Rargan County Prosecutor
100 Hisenhower Drive
Paramis, New Jefsey 07652

Dear Prosecutor Grewal, -

Lam writing in regards 1o 4. racently enacted Township Ordinance (#1806) which the
governing body has tasked our agency to anfaree, The introduction of the:Ordinance was-on
June 8% 2017, the Putille-Heaving was an fune 29", 2017 and it hecomes effegtive or July 27
2037, The Cidinance restricts the use of the parks to residents of New Jersey arid bas
residants from out of stale to use our parks. Thi section of the Drdinance that fs applicable
simiply states:

The use of the Townshin's.parks ond plavgroynds.dre aben to the public irid may e
ured by New Jersey residents oply.

Fhave exprassed iy concernsto-the Township governing body and the Townsiip
Attorniey about the enforcement.of this Ordinsnoe and. hoiw the sctions of Dfficers trying io
anfarce the Otdinance may viofate biaz based profillng puldelines (see dttachad
corresponidinee), Fhave polrted out thitthere s no distarnible ohservation thit ¢ be miade
whith would lead an Officer 1o believe that 5 person using one of our parks s not.a resident of
the State of New Jersey. The Ordinancadoes not provide any: neutral criterfy for Officars to use
a5 8 basls for thelr actions to efther eskan Individual for their identification ar where they lve;
The Ordinance essertlatly leaves our.officers [ittfe other cholce:otherthan to ask for
identification for no r@asen of for impermissible reasons and opens tha door for chivil baged
ltigation andfor intarnal Affalis complaints,

“A NATIONALLY ASCREDITED LAW ENFORGEMENT AGRNCY?
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This ¢omes .du-rlrn'g_.a particularly sensitive time for oursommunity as the Township has
alsa. decldnd to prokitbit the Instatiation of BRUV's In oyr community, ERUV's are an yrhan ares
enclosed by & wireboundary that symbolically extends the private domaln of Jewlsh
hauseholtls Into public areas, permitting activitles within itthat are-varmally forhidden n public
on'the Sabbath, I recent months there has beenh 2 noticesbla Incieasd in mambrs 5tihe
Hasidlic faithrusing our Township parks and playgrounds-and uhce gevernment officials made
the:community aware of the gending Ordinance we startad receiving calls fromi fesidents
complaining thatmdividuals-qf-the. Hasidiz fatth were devour parks who Were hat fesitents of
the State of Mew lersey, Ldo not-know how they detarminge these Individuals ware not
rasiderts of the State, Foftunatély since the Ordinanee was not yat enforcuable we digh not
dapatelt patrol officers o addrtss thigse Goriplaings. My main concern s that onee the
. Ordinance bacomes lew and we receive eomnpldlints thare is ne vbisarvation our Officers can
make that would alfow us to.falrly and Ipartially ahfores the Ordinance, Cledly approaching
an individual based upon thalr g ppearance and/or clothing would violate guldeline for biag
based profiling,

- hag alsio bedn obsetyad the elected officials-have been commentingon sockt medla
abiaut buth the:ERUNV lnstaliation and the park and playground restrictive-Grdinance n-the same
postwhich could bring irts guestion the fmotvation antl-bgenda behind the Ordinance which

‘our Officers are wxpected and tasked to enforce, 1 have no contiol ont whidt Ts being sald on
social media, butwhat § am coneernad sboutts that based vpon socksh s postings dn.
argument or foundation could be made thab any attermpt to enfores this Ordimanes ks
disctiminatory and bosed totarget a protected olass,

On-Eriday.July 21%, 1 recalved an Inguiry that wag fr om:our-Gouncl Preasident asking
whethar or oet | haid ever given & teur fo a Hasidie. grcmp Our agency glves courtlbss Tours to
any individualor groun Who makes erdguest ard Wrl Friday, fiaver have f ever bean asked
what the race or veligian-was of 4 tur group. Wheti | ssked what the 1 reasoHing was fol the
wuesthon ar what impact my answet had Enever recelved o reply, | thd vespontd o thie Inguiry ds
Lam requited to do, and-advised that-we had To faet glven ataur 1o both a Masidic farnlly sind a
group of Hasidic children. | carnot make any consluslons on what was the basis for the: iy,

bust Ifirid it-somewhat concamning as | have never been asked the religious foundation of a tour
Eeoul hefore,

The Chidinatics rasticting the use of our prarks-and playgrounds to New lersey residents
aily will become law on July 27 2017 and-our. governing body witl expect our Officers to
enforee the law, | uhderstand and raspect my fegal abligation to enforcelaws thatare passed
by the legislative branches of our-govermment. The metives behind this Ordinahce are foor
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others to detennine, but-as the Chief Executive of our agenty | have eoncerns on the wording
and how it can be gnforeed by our Officer without elearly violating nonsrestdents equad
pratection and free speach ¢lghts,

Qur agency traing and Instructs our Officers on a tofutine.ane-regular basls on what
constitutes tlas based profiling and that we explicitly profilbit and will net condone or tolerate _
{Hegal-prafilng by -any of eur membars. This Oedinance that we Wil b ssked to enforce Tn four i
days seems 1o fly In the face of what we Instruct our Offfcers g ther Is nd discernible medhs of

ascertalning the residency.of o park user, |
I
Fappraeiate any comments you may have on this matter, :
1 :
|
?- |
Sincergly; } ‘
i
Jurnas, Batelll
Chiet of Police:
Engr Copyof Qedinance # 1806 _ . ’
Cortaapanc Bpce sent to Townshdh Aduilmisteator dated Jufy 20, 2647

Eitiall-sent fo Wayarand: Sustosss Adminilstrstor ghbed duly 2™ Goay
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