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THE WHITE HOUsg
WASHINGTON
E-uv Sabbath, 1990

: I an pleased to sernd greetings to Congregatian
Kesher Israzel end to the Orthodox Jewish community .
in Washington as ycu celebrata the inauguration of
the first eruv in ths District of Colunbia.

The construction of this eruv is perticularly
significant not only because it marks the growth of

- the Orthodox Jewish comnunity in Washington kut also
because this city is our Netion's Capital. Indeed,
‘thaere is & long trazZition linking the establishment
of eruvim with the sscular 2uthorities in the great
political centers where Jewish communities have lived.
In the words of & respornsa of Rakbi Moses Sofs:r:
"Bless the Lord, Gcé of Israel, who has inclined the
hearts of kings, rulers, and officers -- under whose
sovereign jurisdiction we, the Jewish people Zind
protection ~- to ¢rzxt pernissicn to us to kez> our
faith in general, a-d specifically to establish eruviz
in their thoroughfa-es, even on straets vhere the
nost irportant mezte-s of .the governnent theaselves
live . . . in this city, there ara places vwheze we
need to install a ruaber of objects in order to crezte
an eruv and ve have not hidden our work, rather, it ;s
publicized and open to 2ll without doubt and parmissicr
has been granted.” :

S

Now, you have built this eruv in Washington, and

the territory it covers includes the Capitol, the
White Kouse, the Supreme Court, and many other Federzl
buildings.* By permitting Jewish families to spend morz
tiwe together on the Sabbath, it will enable them to
~enjoy the Sabbath more and promote traditional family
values, and it will le2d to a fuller and better life
for the entire Jewish.community in Washington. I looX
upon this work as a fevorable endeavor. God bless you.
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