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DECLARATION OF CHIEF DWAINE PERRY 

 
"I, DWAINE PERRY, declare as follows 

 
1. I am the elected Chief of the Ramapough Lenape Nation (the 

"Ramapough"). 

HISTORY OF THE RAMAPOUGH 
 

2. The Ramapough are descendents of the original people of 

Manhattan and the Ramapo Valley. 

3. Like all indigenous nations in the United States, the ancestors 

of the Ramapough were devastated by the impact of contact with 

European settlers. The ancestors of the Ramapough were one of the 

only indigenous nations in the entire country that managed to stay on 

their ancestral lands. 

4. Three of these ancestral lands hold particular importance to 

the Ramapough. The first is the mouth of the Ramapo and Mahwah 

Rivers, where the Ramapough have welcomed people with shared 

ceremonies for millennia. 

5. The second is the Ramapo Pass, where the Ramapo River 

passes through the Ramapo Mountains In the winter of 1799- 1780, the 

Ramapough welcomed George Washington to use the Ramapo Pass to 

shelter five hundred Continental Army soldiers. The 
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held a Zoning Permit. Each Complaint threatened that if the 

Ramapough continued prayer and community cultural assembly at 

Sweet Water, it would incur $1,250 in penalties, six months of jail 

time, and another six months of community service.  

51. On January 2017, Ramapough representatives met with 

the Township to attempt to address the Township’s concerns. The 

Township demanded that the Ramapough prepare, at great cost and 

effort, another Zoning Permit application, despite the fact that the 

Ramapough already held a Zoning Permit. 

52. After negotiations failed to lead to an agreement, Mahwah 

started to issue daily summonses for alleged zoning violations in May 

of 2018. 

53. The Bergen County Superior Court dissolved a temporary 

restraining order on June 17, 2017.  

54. On September 7, 2017, Kathleen Murray, a member of 

the Polo Club who has displayed deep-seated prejudice against the 

Ramapough for years, filed an application with the Zoning Board 

seeking to revoke the January 2012 Zoning Permit. 
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55. On September 15, 2017, Township Administrative Officer, 

Michael Kelly, issued a letter purporting to “rescind” the January 2012 

Zoning Permit. 

56. On November 17, 2017, the Bergen County Vicinage 

Court exercising jurisdiction upon a venue transfer from the Mahwah 

Municipal Court issued a decision declaring Mahwah's purported 

rescission of the 2012 permit null & void and assessing fines of 

$13,600 for the accumulated summonses as the minimum  fine 

allowable. The Municipal Court decision stayed the imposition of any 

fines and execution of the judgment pending a final resolution of any 

appeals. An appeal has been filed but has not been scheduled for 

argument nor decided. 

57. On December 15, 2017, the Bergen County Superior 

Court denied the Polo Club's request for a prohibition on prayer, to 

stop more than five people from coming to the land. 

58. For the third time, on January 5th, 2017, the Bergen 

County Superior Court denied the demands for a prohibition on 

prayer from Mahwah and also to force the demolition and removal of 

Ramapough's Prayer Circle. 
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